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the truth and vital importance of religion. The
history of the Jews derives its significance from
religion, their aspiration draws its justification from
it. They are unique because of this connection
between religion and their existence as a people.

The Jews' survival of their national destruction is
the starting-point of the understanding of their
history, difficulties, problems, and vicissitudes of
fortune. It reveals their destiny. Through it they
became a unique group among the peoples of the
world, unique not only in the conditions of their
existence, but also in its quality* They once lived in
a land of their own* Then, when they were driven
from that land and scattered all over the world, they
retained their identity and unity* The unity is based
on religion, with their hopes for the future, like their
memories from the past, suffused, impregnated, con-
trolled by religion* Not a nation, scattered over the
world, they yet remained a unified group; few in
number and small in strength, they yet dare cherish
the belief in a high destiny and purpose in their
existence. Because they are a group with a corporate
life, completely dominated by religion, they are a
unique people.

There are several incidental difficulties against which
the thesis that Jewish life is fundamentally valuable